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You may reinember t ha t  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  Deginning of t h e  31PI Congres- 
a i o n a i  b r i e f i n g  on Jecernber 14 vJe taltikcl f o r  a m i l e .  I t o l d  you t h a t  I 
iiau heard tha t  so.ne r ecosb i i i a t  i o n  expe r i sec i t s  were be ing  conducted i n  
your Lao. You tileu t o l d  :ne about your  i n t e r e s t  i n  Lie % i f t i  yeiies. A s  I 
reca1.l t,ie c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  you i n d i c a t e d  t n a t  you were t a k i n g ,  o r  were 
p l a n n i n g  tc, t a k e ,  "Liif'l 2enes f r o a  c. c o l i  c e l l s  i n t o  wnicn t a e y  nad veen 
t r a n s f e r r e d  ( b y  " n a t u r a l "  p r o c e s s e s ,  no t  b y  recow>inonr  9iqA t e c n n i q u e s )  
and i n s e r t  t1ie:a by r e c o s v i n s n t  ONA tecttr i iques i n  .nore Conveniciit E .  c o l i  
v e c t o r s .  iou a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  u s i n ?  t h e s e  a a t e r i a l s ,  i n  tile 
f u t u r e ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t n  crown g a l l  tu!nor. bu r  Conver sa t ion  was c u t  
s n o r t  oy otners,  and by t n e  b r i e f i n g  itself. 

-- --- 

- --- 

L'HO days l a te r  1 l e f t  f o r  a long  h o l i d a y .  Ortrin; t h a t  ti.3e I thoug.it 
ai>out o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p u o l i c  s t a t e s e n t s  
tnat  you ;lave mite r e g a r d i a g  t o e  G u i d e l i n e s  and  recombinant M A  e x p e r i -  
m n t s .  & i d  L conc luded  t : i a t ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  my view, y o u r  two a c t i v i t i e s ,  
na&dely tile e x p e r i d e n t s  and your  a q z r e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  the  
G u i d e l i n e s ,  were i n c o n s i s t e n t .  

9 p o a  3y r e t u r n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  L r ead  your Decermer 20 "stateinent"  w i t h  
sane in t e re s t ,  and f i n a l l y  w i t n  stlrprise and no l i t t l e  d i s t r e s s .  

You s t a t e  tLiat  i t  i s  " a l l e p d "  t h a t  you a r e  enqaged i n  recombinant 
U A L I  r e s e a r c h .  tSut t n e  s t a t ec i en t  i t s e l f  and riie experi inents  you d e s c r i b e d  
t o  me i n d i c a t e  t n a t  you are i n  f a c t  d o i n q  so. The G u i d e l i n e s  do nave 
s p e c i f i c  recocmendat i o n s  f o r  e x p e r i n e n t  s i n v o l v i n g  UNA f r o a  s p e c i e s  t h a t  
exchange genes i n  n a t u r e .  And c e r t a i n l y ,  wh i l e  t h e  r e c o m e n d a d  c o n t a i n -  
d e n t  is i n  q e n e r a l  low, s p e c i f i c  requireinents  do e x i s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when 
t h e  " f o r e i g n "  DclA itlay no t  D e  t o t a l l y  innocuous.  
h a r d l y  be c o n s i d e r e d  w i t h o u t  p o t e n t i a l  harm; indeed many of our  c o l l e a q u z s  
have m r r i e d  ve ry  s p e c i f i c a l l y  about  tile p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  af  sucti genes, 
i n  the c o n t e x t  of recornbinant OriA e x p e r i a e n t s .  F u r t h e r ,  problems t h a t  nay 
a r i s e  f r o 3  t n e  use of Agrobacterium II turnefaciens I_-- Iiave been d i s c u s s e d  and 
ar2 s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  the G u i d e l i n e s .  

h e  % i f "  genes could 
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i n  tile " s t a t e , n s n t "  t h a t  rne l a t t e r  expe r imen t s  w i l l  oe  done under f u l l  
c o n t a i n n e a t ,  I at3 t r o u b l e d  by your p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  c i a t t e r .  I f  you 
f e e l  so  s t r o n g l y  tinat tile G u i d e l i n e s  are inadequa te  that  you are  i s p e l l e d  
to u n c l z r t a u  t h e  na t ionwide  curupaign you have been c o n z u c t i n q ,  how can 
you p e r s o n a l l y  unde r t ake  c x p e r i  s e n t s  you b e l i e v e  t o  b e  p o t e n t i a l l y  so 
t e r r i b l y  h s r ; a i u l ?  You mist c e r t a i n l y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  your  s t a t e m e n t s  and 
puo l i sned  a r t i c l e s  can onLy b e  weakened i n  t he i r  i n f l u e n c e  an  others by 
your a c t i v i t i e s .  for pic p e r s o n a l l y ,  ay p r e v i o u s  t o t a l  o e l i e f  i n  your 
s i n c e r i t y  :ias Decn s e r i o u s l y  maken.  Tne o t l l i q a t i o n  I f e l t  t o  c o n s i d e r  
c a r e t u l l y  j o u r  a r q u m n t s  n a s  oeen undermined. 

1 do j i s t i n g u i s n  uetween your  persor ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  and your  unwil- 
l i n q n e s s  t o  impose your v i e w s  on c o l l e a g u e s  a t  Cal  Tech and I unde r s t and  
your  " s t a t e i i e n t "  i n  t h a t  r e q a r d .  B u t  agaiil  there are i i ; lportant i n c o n s i s -  
t e n c i e s .  I t i l ink i t  is  i q o r t a n t  t h a t  you r e a l i z e  t n a t  your p u b l i c  
a c t i v i t i e s  have i n  f a c t  i n t e r f e r e d  :aost d r a i o a t i c a l l y  d i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  of 
c o l l e a ~ u e s  i n  a tner  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  proceed w i t h  " legal"  work, w i t n i n  
tcie t i u i d e l i n e s .  f o r  exaizple, trte i n f l u e n c e  of  your  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  Hayor 
and C i t y  Counc i l  ot' Carnoridge, and tne F r i e n d s  of trie E a r t n  cannot  b e  
den ied .  l r  is both d i r e c t ,  and i n d i r e c t ,  i n  t h a t  o t h e r s  nave e x p l o i t e d  
your a t a t e a a n t s  and your  d i s t i n q u i s n e d  r e p u t a t i o n .  

r ' i n a l l y ,  1 would point: o u t  t o  you t n a t  triose who a r e  s u s p i c i o u s  of 
t h e  t ionesty and .uot ives  of s c i e n t i s t s  and of s c i e n c e  anyway w i l l  see 
3upport  f o r  their  s u s p i c i o a s  i n  t n i s  s i t u a t i o n .  This vi11 s u r e l y  i n c r e a s e  
t n e  d i i f i c u l t i e s  i n  ou r  efforts t o  deal r a t i o n a l l y  and o p e n l y  w i t h  t n e  
proulens raised s y  rese-srcli. 

Sincere1;r y o u r s ,  


